
Interpretation of the Meanings of 


THE NOBLE 


In the English 


Language 


A Summarized Version of At-Tabari, Al-Qurtubi & 
Ibn Kathir with comments from Sahih Al-Bukhari 


Dr. Muhammad Muhsin Khan 
Dr. Muhammad Taqi-ud-Din AI-Hilali 


DARUSSALAM 



ALL RIGHTS RESERVED ® 3>- t*-* 


© Muktdha Darussalam, 1996 

King Fuhd National library Catafoging-in -Publication Data 
Interpretation of the meanings of the Noble Qur^n 
in the English language; A summarized version of At-Tabari, AI- 
Qurtubi and Ibn Kaihir. - 

Summarized by Muhammad Taqi-ud-Din Al-HiMi, 

Muhammad Muhsin Khan. Riyadh 
124 pp. J 4x2 1 cm ISSN; 9960-74G-79X 

] - Quran-Translation I - AI-Hilal i * M uh ammad Taq t-ud- Din (tran) 

II- Khan, Muhammad Muhsin (tran) 
227J.Dc 004/16 

Legal Deposit no. 004/16 
ISBN: 9960-740-79-X 


RO. Box; 22743. Riyadh 11416 K.SA Tel: 00966-01 -4033962/40434 32 Fax; 4021659 
Email : d arussa!am@ awai net, net.sa Website: www. dar-us-salam .com 


K.SA. Demasatem Showrooms 

Riyadh 

Oyah branch Tel +514483 Fa* 4*4*945 
Maiaz branch: Tet 4736220 Fa*: 4735221 


Tel 00071-6-5632623 Fax, 5*32624 
PAKISTAN 

* DarLrtMlem, 30 B Lower Mall. Lahore 
Tel: 0092-42-724 0024 Fax: 7354072 
US. A 


PO So* 79194 Tx 772779 
TN 001-773-7220+19 Fat 001-7 13-722 0431 


572 Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn 

New York- 11 217. Tel: 001-710-625 5925 



Surat I. Al-Fatihah / Part 1 [j| 

Surat AFFdtihah (The Opening) I 








Ip In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, 
the Most Merciful, 

2, All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the 
Lord ( 1 * of the 1 Alamln (mankind, jinn and all that 
exists)/ 21 3 4 * 

3. The Most Gracious, the Most MercifuL 

4. The Only Owner (and the Only Ruling 
Judge) of the Day of Recompense (i,e. the Day 
of Resurrection) 

5. You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) 
we ask for help (for each and everything), 

6, Guide us to the Straight Way/ 31 

7, The way of those on whom You have 
bestowed Your Grace* 41 , not (the way) of those 




V f r <y ^ /i <; 

ji» J»irf 


(J)(V.1:2) Lord; The actual word used in the Our’an is Rabb. There is no proper 
equivalent for Rabb in the English language. It means the One and the Only Lord for all 
the universe, its Creator, Owner, Organizer, Provider, Master, Planner. Sustained 
Cherishcr, and Giver of security. Rabb is also one of the Names of AMh, 

We have used the word '"Lord” as the nearest fo Rabb. All occurrences of '"Lord” in the 
interpretation of the meanings of the Noble Qur’an actually mean Rabb and should be 
understood as such. 

(2) (V, 1:2). Narrated Abu Sa l id bin Af-Mifalla: While I was praying in the mosque, Allah's 
Messenger sg called me but I did not respond to him. Later 1 said, “0 Allah’s Messenger, 
I was praying/' He said, “ Didn’t Allah say, "Answer Allah (by obeying Him) and His 
Messenger when he (a£) calls you.’ M (V.8:24). 

He then said to me, “I will teach you a Surah which is the greatest Surah in the Qur’an, 
before you leave the mosque.” Then he got hold of my hand, and when he intended to 
leave (the mosque), I said to him, “Didn’t you say to me, T will teach you a Surah which is 
the greatest Surah in the Qup’an?’ ” He said, '\41-Hamdu iillahi Rabbit- ‘dlamin [i.e. all the 
praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the Atamm (mankind, jinn and all that exists)], 
Surat Al-Fatihah which is As-Stib* At-Matkani (Lef the seven repeatedly recited Verses) and 
the Grand Qur’an which has been given to me,” [Sahih Al-Bukhdri, 6/4474 (Q.P.)f 

(3) (V.l:6) Guidance is of two kinds: 

a) Guidance of Taujiq and it is totally from Allah, i.e. Allah opens one’s heart to receive 
the truth (from disbelief to Belief in Islamic Monotheism), 

b) Guidance of frshad through preaching by Allah’s Messengers and pious preachers who 
preach the truth, i,e, Islamic Monotheism. 

(4) (V,l:7) i.e. the way of the Prophets, the Sktdiqun (i.e. those followers of the Prophet, 

who were first and foremost to believe in him. like Abu Bakr As-Siddfq), the martyrs and 

the righteous, [as Allah ^ said: “And whoso obeys AllSh and the Messengers 
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Si! rat 1. Al-Ffitihah / Part 1 
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= lives of little girls; if somebody wanted to kill his daughter, he would say to him, “Do not 
kill her for I will feed her on your behalf/* So he would take her, and when she grew up 
nicely, he would say to her father. Now if you will (wish), I will give her to you, and if you 
wilt (wish), I will feed her on your behalf.” [Sahik Al-Bukhdn, 5/3828 (O. P.169)]. 

(3) (V.l:7): Narrated 'UMdah bin As-Samil «_j> «■ ^y Allah's Messenger said, 
" Whoever does not recite Surat Ai-Fdtihah in bis prayer, his prayer is invalid," { SaMh At- 
Bukh&H , , 1/756 (O. P.723)], 

(4) (V.ls7): Narrated Abu Hurairah ^ ^y Allah's Messenger jfits said, “When the Imam 
says: Ghaint-maghdubi alaihim walad-ddllm [ix, not the way of those who earned Your 
Anger, nor the way of those who went astray (1:7)], then you must say, Amin, for tfowj 
utterance of ,4mi>t coincides with that of the angels, then his past sins will be forgiven, 
|,SaAift At-Bukhdn, 6/4475 (O.P,2)l. 


50 rat 1. Al-Fatihah / Part 1 


14 


who earned Your Anger* nor of those who 
went astray/ 2 ^™ 





= (Muhammad jfe ), then they will be in the company of those on whom Allah has 
bestowed His Grace, of the Prophets, the Siddiqun, the martyrs, and the righteous. And 
how excellent these companions are!” (V,4:69)). 

(1) {V.l:7) Narrated Adi bin H£tim ^ «> ^y 1 asked Allah's Messenger about the 

Statement of Allah: r+T ^ > Ghairit magfutubi *aktihim [not (the way) of 

those who earned Your Anger],” he replied: “They are the Jews". And 2, 
Watad-daltin (nor of those who went astray)," he m replied: “The Christians, and they arc 
the ones who went astray”, [This Hadith is quoted by At Ttrmidhi and Ahu Dawtkf). 

(2) < V. 1 :7) Narration about Zaid bin L Amr bin Nufail. 

Narrated 1 Abdullah bin ’Umar ^y The Prophet met Zaid bin ‘Aim bin Nufail in 

the bottom of (the valley of) Baldah before the descent of any Divine revelation to the 
Prophet $3 . A meal was presented to the Prophet m but he refused to eat from it. (Then 
it was presented to Zaid) who said, “I do not eat anything which you slaughter on your 
Nusuh* in the name of your idols. I eat only those (animals) on which Allah's Name has 
been mentioned at the time of (their) slaughtering." Zaid bin 'Amr used to criticise the 
way Quraish used to slaughter their animals and used to say,"AIHh has created the sheep 
and He has sent the water for it from the sky, and He has grown the grass for it from the 
earth; yet you slaughter it in others than the Name of Allah." He used to say so, for he 
rejected that practice and considered it as something abominable. [Sahih Al-Bukkdri „ 5/3826 
(O.P.169)], 

* Nusub: See the glossary. 

Narrated Ibn ‘Umar ^ ^y Zaid bin ‘Amr bin Nufail went to Sham (the region 
comprising Syria. Lebanon, Palestine and Jordan), enquiring about a true religion to follow. 
He met a Jewish religious scholar and asked him about their religion. He said, “I intend to 
embrace your religion, so tell me something about it." The Jew said. “You will not 
embrace our religion unless you receive your share of Allah's Anger." Zaid said, “I do not 
run except from Allah's Anger, and t will never bear a bit of it if I have the power to avoid 
it. Can you tell me of some other religion?" He said, "I do not know any other religion 
except Hanif (Islamic Monotheism).” Zaid enquired, “What is Hantf? J> He said, "Hanlf is 
the religion of (the Prophet) Abraham ( f >3 he was neither a Jew nor a Christian, and 
he used to worship none but Allah [(Alone) — Islamic Monotheism].” Then Zaid went out 
and met a Christian religious scholar and told him the same (as before). The Christian 
said, “You will not embrace our religion unless you gel a share of Allah's Curse." Zaid 
replied, “I do not run except from Allah’s Curse, and I will never bear any of Allah's Curse 
and His Anger if I have the power to avoid them. Will you tell me of some other 
religion?" He replied. “I do not know any other religion except Hanif (Islamic 
Monotheism).” Zaid enquired, “What is Hanif?" He replied 4i Hanif is the religion of (the 
Prophet) Abraham (,^_4 he was neither a Jew nor a Christian, (and he used to worship 
none but Allah [(Alone) — Islamic Monotheism]," When Zaid heard their statement about 
(the religion of) Abraham, he left that place, and when he came out, he raised both his 
hands and said, “O Allah! I make You my Witness that 1 am on the religion of Abraham" 
\Sahik AFBukhdri, 5/3827 (O.P.169)]. 

Narrated Asms* bint Abu Bakr «ht ^ y 1 saw Zaid bin ‘Amr bin Nufail standing with 
his back against the Kabah and saying, “O people of Ouraish! By Allah, none amongst you 
is on the religion of Abraham except me." She added: He (Zaid) used to preserve the = 
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Su/irto/i) (i> which has been sen! down (revealed) 
to you (Muhammad ) and in that which was 
sent down before you (the TaurSI (Torah) and 
the VnjiE (Gospel)] and they believe with 
certainly in the Hereafter. (Resurrection, 
recompense of their good and bad deeds, 
Paradise and Hell). 

5. They are on (true) guidance from their Lord, 
and they are the successful* 

6. Verily, those who disbelieve, it is the same to 
them whether you (O Muhammad $$ ) warn them 
or do not warn them, they will not believe. 

7. Allah has set a seal on their hearts and on 
their hearing, (i.e. they are closed from accepting 
All&h'S Guidance), and on their eyes there is a 
covering. Theirs will be a great torment. 




A * 


tew 


8, And of mankind, there are some (hypocrites) 
who say: “We believe in Allah and the Last Day” 
while in fact they believe not* 

9. They (think to) deceive Allah and those who 
believe* while they only deceive themselves, and 
perceive (it) not! 

ML In their hearts is a disease (of doubt and 
hypocrisy) and Allah has increased their disease. 
A painful torment is theirs because they used to 
tell lies. 






IL And when it is said to them: ‘‘Make not * - # Cf , if* ^Sr t ' 

mischief on the earth,” they say: “We are only ^ y^4r 
peacemakers.” Ol 


(1) (V*2;4) Narrated the 'Umar l** at ^y Allah's Messenger said: Islam is based on 
(the following) five (principles): 

1. To testify that “La iiaha tUalUlh wm anna Muhammad-ur- Rasul Allah” (none has the right 
to l>e worshipped but Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah). 

2. fqamat as Saiai ; to perform the five (compulsory congregational) Salat (prayers). 

3. To pay Zakat . 

4. To perform Hajj (i.e* pilgrimage to Makkah). 

5. To observe Saum (fasting) during the month of Ramadan. 

\Sahih Al-Bukhari, 1/8 (O.P 7))* 
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In the Name of Allah, 
the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

1, Alif-L&m-Mtm . [These letters are one of the 
miracles of the Qur^n and none but Allah 
(Alone) knows their meanings.) 

2. This is the Book (the Gur’an), whereof there 
is no doubt* a guidance to those who are Al- 
Muttaqun [the pious believers of Islamic 
Monotheism who fear Allah much (abstain from 
all kinds of sins and evil deeds which He has 
forbidden) and love Allah much (perform all 
kinds of good deeds which He has ordained)]. 

3- Who believe in the Ghaib {l) and perform 
As-Salat (Iqdmat-as-SaUtt)} 2 3 4 5 ^ and spend out of 
what We have provided for them [i.e. give 
Zakat}*} spend on themselves, their parents, 
their children, their wives* and also give charity to 
the poor and also in Allah’s Cause — Jihad]. 

4. And who believe in (the Qur'an and the 


(1) (V.2:3): At-GMaib: literally means a thing not seen. But this word includes vast 
meanings: Belief in Allah. Angels, Holy Books, Allah's Messengers, Day of Resurrection 
and AUQaduxr (Divine Preordainments). It also includes what Allah and His Messenger tSk 
informed about the knowledge of the matters of past, present, and future, e.g, news about 
the creation of the heavens and earth, botanical and zoological life, the news about the 
nations of the past, and about Paradise and Hell. 

<2) (V.2:3): Iqamat -as- Salat i^i : The performance of Salat (prayers). It means that: 

a) Every Muslim, male or female, is obliged to offer his Salat (prayers) regularly five times 
a day at the specified times; the male in a mosque in congregation and the female at 
home. As the Prophet m. has said: “Order your children to perform Salat (prayers) at the 
age of seven and beat them (about it) at the age of ten. * 1 * The chief (of a family, town, 
tribe) and the Muslim rulers of a country are held responsible before Allah in case of non- 
fulfillment of this obligation by the Muslims under their authority. 

b) One must offer the Saldt (prayers) as the Prophet & used to offer them with all their rules 
and regulations, i.e., standing* bowing* prostrating, sitting, as he ^ has said: "Offer your Salat 
(prayers) the way you see me performing them.” [See Sahih At-Bukhari 1/63 1(0. P-604) and 
9/7246 (O.P.352)] [For the charaaeristics of the Sal&t (prayer) of the Prophet {ft see Sahih 
Al-Bukhart 1/735* 736, 737, 766, 823* 824 (O.P.702, 703, 704, 733, 786, 787)], 

(3) (V,2:3) Zakat : A certain fixed proportion of the wealth and of every kind of the 
property liable to Zakat of a Muslim to be paid yearly for the benefit of the poor in the 
Muslim community. The payment of Zakat is obligatory as it is one of the five pillars of 
lsl^m. Zakat is the major economic means lor establishing social justice and leading the 
Muslim society to prosperity and security. [See Sahih At- Bukhari, Book of Zakat, No. 24] 
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Surat An-Nas 
(Mankind) CXIV 


In the Name of Allah 
the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 


r ‘ 

<A liife 
^5*1 $\ 


1* Say: “I seek refuge with (Allah) the Lord of 
mankind,* 1 * 

2. “The King of mankind — (2 * 

3* “The Ilah (God) of mankind, 

4. “From the evil of the whisperer (devil who 
whispers evil in the hearts of men) who withdraws 
(from his whispering in one’s heart after one 
remembers Allah).* 3 * 

5. “Who whispers in the breasts of mankind. 

6- “Of jinn and men," 







&usS)i>jVi &■* 


(1) { V. 1 1 4: 1 ) Narrated Aishah <ki ^y Whenever Allah's Messenger m went to bed, he 
used to recite Surat Al-Ikhlas (112), Surat Al-Falaq (113) and Sumt Art-Nfc (114), and then 
blow on his palms and pass them over his face and those parts of his body that his hands 
could reach. And when he fell ill, he used to order me to do like that for him, [Sahih Al- 
Bukhari 7/5748 (O.P.644)]. 

(2) (V.114'2) The Statement of Allah ‘The King of mankind/ 

Narrated Abu Hurairah ^ y The Prophet ^ said, “On the Day of Resurrection AUSh 

will grasp the whole (planet of) earth (by His Hand) and shall roll up the heaven with His 
Right Hand and say, ‘1 am the King. Where are the kings of the earth?"’ fSatofc Al - 
Bukhari , 9/7382 {QFA79)] 

(3) (V. 114:4) Narrated Abu Hurairah «» at ^y Allah’s Messenger jg said, “The (Hell) 
Fire is surrounded by all kinds of desires and passions* while Paradise is surrounded by all 
kinds of disliked undesirable things/’* [Sahih Al-Bukhari , 8/6487 (O.P.494)] 

* Inordinate desires and animalistic passions lead to the Fire while self-control, 
perseverance, chastity and all other virtues, and the obedience to Allah and His Messenger 
^ lead to Paradise. What leads to Hell is easy to do while what leads to Paradise is 
difficult to do. 
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creatures need, (He neither eats nor drinks)], 

3. “He begets not, nor was He begotten,* 1 2 * 

4, “And there is none co-equal or comparable 
unto Him," 


Surat AI-Falaq 
(The Daybreak) CXIII 


In the Name of Allah 
the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

1- Say: “I seek refuge with (Allah), the Lord of 
the daybreak, 

2, “From the evil of what He has created, 

3- “And from the evil of the darkening (night) 
as it comes with its darkness; (or the moon as it 
sets or goes away), 

4, “And from the evil of those who practise 
witchcraft when they blow in the knots, 

5. “And from the evil of the envier when he 
envies." 
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(1) (V.112:3) 

A) Narrated Mu*adh bin JabaJ ^ ^ : The Prophet m *a>d, “O Mu'adhi Do you know 

what AllSh's Right upon His slaves is?" I said, “Allah and His Messenger know better.” 
The Prophet m said, u To worship Him (Allah) Alone and to join none in worship with 
Him (Allah). Do you know what their right upon Him is?” I replied, “Allah and His 
Messenger know better.” The Prophet m said, “Not to punish them (if they did so).” 
[Sahih Al-Bukhari, 9/7373 (OF, 470)] 

B) Narrated Abu Sa‘id Al-KhudrT ** 41 ^y A man heard another man reciting: 'Say (O 
Muhammad): “He is Allah, (the) One." (112:1) And he recited it repeatedly. When it was 
morning, he went to the Prophet gg and informed him about that as if he considered that 
the recitation of that Surah by itself was not enough. Allah’s Messenger ^ said, “By Him 
in Whose Hand my sou! is, it is equal to one-third of the Qur'an/’ [Sahih Al-Buklwri , 9/ 
7374 (O.P,47l)I 

o Narrated ‘Aishah : The Prophet sent (an army unit) under the command 

of a man who used to lead his companions in the prayers and would finish his recitation 
with (the Sarah U2): ‘Say (O Muhammad): “He is Allah, (the) One/” (112:1). When they 
returned (from the battle), they mentioned that to the Prophet . He said (to them), 
“Ask him why he does so." They asked him and he said, “1 do so because it mentions the 
Qualities of the Most Gracious and I love to recite it (in my prayer)/’ The Prophet m said 
110 them). “Tell him that Allah loves him ” [Sahih Al-Bukhari, 9/7375 (O.P.472)] 


